
January 15, 2015
Statement by the Press Secretary on the Publication of 
Regulatory Changes regarding Cuba

 Last month, President Obama announced historic changes to our 
Cuba policy, beginning the process of normalization between our 
countries, and announcing his commitment to ease restrictions on 
American citizens and businesses.  Today, the U.S. Departments 
of the Treasury and Commerce took a significant step forward in 
delivering on the President’s new direction by publishing 
regulatory amendments to existing Cuba sanctions.  These 
changes will immediately enable the American people to provide 
more resources to empower the Cuban population to become less 
dependent upon the state-driven economy, and help facilitate our 
growing relationship with the Cuban people. 
  
We firmly believe that allowing increased travel, commerce, and 
the flow of information to and from Cuba will allow the United 
States to better advance our interests and improve the lives of 
ordinary Cubans.  The policy of the past has not worked for over 
50 years, and we believe that the best way to support our 
interests and our values is through openness rather than 
isolation.  The United States remains committed to our enduring 
objective of promoting the emergence of a more prosperous Cuba 
that respects the universal rights of all its citizens.
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