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ESTABLISHMENT OF INDEFENDENT GOVERNMENT IN CUBA.
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[Telegram. ]

Hasaxa, Cusa, Mey 20, 1902

1 have the honor to report to you that in compliance with instruc-
tions received I have this day, af 12 o’clock sharp, transferred to the
President and Congress of the Republic of Cuba the government and
control of the island, to be held and exercised by them under the pro-
visions of the constitution of the Republic of Cuba. The documents
sent to me were read, and Mr. Palma, in accepting the responsibilities
on behalf of the island, expressed himself in kind and endearing words
and thanked the Republic of the United States and its officials for all
that has been done for Cuba and for the fulfillment of promises made.
The ceremony was most impressive, and I embark on the Brooklyn

with my staff for the United States.
Woon.

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, COM-
MENDING TIMELY CONSIDERATION OF MEASURES FOR MAIN-
TAINING DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR REPRESENTATIVES IN
CUBA AND FOR CARRYING OUT THE PROVISIONS OF THE ACT
MAEKING APPROPRIATION FOR THE SUFPPORT OF THE ARMY
FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 1802.

Tor the Congress of the Endted Stoates?

I commend to the Congress timely consideration of measures for
maintaining diplomatic and consular representatives in Cuba and for
carrying out the provisions of the act making appropriation for the
support of the Army for the fiseal year ending June 30, 1902, approved
March 2, 1901, reading as follows:

Provided further, That in fulfillment of the declaration contained in the joint reso-
Intion approved April 20, 1898, entitled ‘* For the recognition of the independence of
the people of Cuba, demanding that the Government of Spain relinquish its anthority
and government in the island of Cuba, and to withdraw its land and naval forces
from Cuba and Cuban waters, and directing the President of the United States to
use the land and naval forces of the United States to earry these resolutions into
effect,” the President is hereby authorized to “‘leave tha government and control of
the island of Cuba to its people’”’ =0 soon as a government shall have been established
in =aid jsland under a constitution which, either as a part thereof or in an ordinance
appended thereto, shall define the future relations o the United States with Cuba
Bul‘;:;antiull}‘ ag follows: .
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I

That the government of Cuba shall never enter into any treaty or other compact
with any foreign power or powers which will impair or tend to impair the independence
of Cnba, norinany manner anthorize or permit any foreign POWET OF [HOWErE L0 obtain,
by colonization or for military or naval purposes or otherwise, lodgment in or control
over any porlion of said island.

1L

That said government shall not assume or contract any public debt to pay the
interest upon which, and to make reasonable sinking fund provision for the ultimate
discharge of which, the ordinary revenues of the i i, after defraying the current
expenses of government, shall be inadequate,

IT1.

That the Government of Cnba consents that the United States may exerciee the
right to intervene for the preservation of Culan independence, the maintenance of a
government adequate for the protection of life, property, and individual liberty, and
jor discharging the obligations with respeet to Cuba imposed by the treaty ﬂi’ Paris
on the Uni States, now to be asumed and undertaken by the Government of

Cuba.
v,

That all acts of the United States in Cuba during its military cccopancy thereof are
ratifiedd amd validated, and all lawiul rights acquired thereunder shall be maintained
and protected,

V.
That the Government of Coba will exeente, and as far a8 necessary extend, the

plans already devieed, or other plans to be mutnally agreed upon, for the sanitation
of the cities of the island, to the eml that a recurrence of epidemic and infections

diseases may be prevented, thereby assuring protection to the people and commerce
of Cuba, as well as to the commerce of the =outhern ports of the United States and

the people residing therein,
VI
That the Isle of Pines shall be omitted from the proposed constitutional boanda-
ries of Cuba, the title thereto being left to future adjustment by treaty.

VI

That to enable the United States fo maintain the independence of Cuba, and to

rotect the people thereof, as well as for its own defense, the Government of Cuba
will el]l or lense to the United States lands necessary for coaling or naval stations at
vertain specified points, to be agreed upon with the I'resident of the United States,

VIIL

That by way of further assurance the Govermment of Coba will embod*the fore-
going provisions in a permanent treaty with the Unite] States,

The people of Cuba having framed a constitution embracing the fore-
going requirements, and having elected a President who is soon to take
office, the time is near for the fultillment of the pledge of the United
States to leave the government and control of the island of Cuba to its
people. 1 am advised by the Secretary of War that it is now expected
that the installation of the Government of Cuba and the termination
of the military occupation of that island by the United States will take
place on the 20th of May next. _

It is necessary and appropriate that the establishment of interna-
tional relations with the Government of Cuba should coincide with its
innuguration, as well to provide a channel for the conduct of diplo-
matic relations with the new State as to open the path for the immediate
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negotiation of conventional agreements to carry out the provisions of
the act above quoted. It is also advisable that consular representation
be established without delay at the principal Cuban ports in order that
commerce with the island may be conducted ‘with due regard to the
formalities prescribed by the revenue and navigation statutes of the
United States, and that American citizens in Cuba may have the cus-
tomary local resorts open to them for their business needs and, the
case arising, for the protection of their rights.

I therefore recommend that provision be forthwith made, and the
salaries appropriated, to be immediately available, for—

a. Envoy extraordinary wml minister plenipotentiary to the Hepublic of

CUBR «vccanannnnnrmnaes G emmmmmmeneisammamazisesiisEmEmEEmacsssans F10, 000

b, Bocretary of 1gation . .uveeceeeiniannrers et s e 2, (M)

¢, Becond secretary of legation . . .o ccvnnnmii s 1, S

i, Consal-general at Habana . . .ooo o coamiairmnmrsrcsnmmmennaeaoan. i, 0NN
& Consuls at—

CHenUBEIS . . ivoveereecscasann resssesussasnssmsocsasansnnnnss 3, (4D

Bantiago de Cuba .. cov e ii i cssrr e A, 000

I do not recommend the present restoration of the consulates for-
merly maintained at Baracoa, Cardenas, Matanzas, Nuevitas, Sagua la
Grande, and San Juan de los Remedios.  The commercial interests at
those ports heretofore have not been large. The consular fees col-
lected there during the fiscal year 1806-97 aggregated $752.10. It is
believed that the actual needs of the six offices named can be efliciently
subserved by agents under the three principal consular offices until
events may show the necessity of erecting a full consulate at any

int. The commercial and political conditions in the island of Cuba
while under the Spanish Crown afford little basis for cstimating the
local development of intercourse with this country under the influence
of the new relations which have been created by the schievement of
Cuban independence, and which are to be broadened and strengthened
in every proper way hy conventional pacts with the Cubans and by
wise and beneficient legislation aiming to stimulate the commerce
between the two countries, if the great task we accepted in 1898 is to
be fittingly accomplished.

Turonorr ROoSEVELT.

Wurre House,
Washington, Mareh 27, 1902,

RECEPTION OF MINISTER OF THE UNITED BTATES.
My, Sguicrs to Mr. Hay.

[Telegram.—armplouse. |

LecATION o THE UNITED STATES,
Habana, May 27, 1902,
(Mr. Squiers reports his arrival at Habana on the 26th and reception
bv the President of Cuba on the 27th of May; that he was the first
diplomatic representative to present credentials, and that a most cordial
reception was accorded him by the Government and people of Cuba.)



